by Peggy Chapman 


Matthew Sweet's luck is changing. His third 
album, Girlfriend, is out on Zoo Entertainment 
and already critics are giving their approval 
and listeners are taking notice. 

All of this is great news for Sweet, who is 
not unaccustomed to bad news. “I can’t imag- 
ine what I could go through that could really 
bum me out because I’ve been just about 
bummed out as I could possibly be,” he states 
cheerfully. Along with having his house 
flooded, Sweet had to deal with going 
through a divorce, three record label changes 
and watching his new record hang in limbo 
before being released. And although critics 
recognized his talent on his first two albums, 
Inside (CBS) and Earth (A&M), Sweet will be 
the first to admit they were not successful 
commercially. “I don’t think it was ever a 
problem that a lot of people heard my records 
and didn’t like them as much as nobody 
heard them,” he explains. People, however, 
are listening to Girlfriend. The reception to 
Sweet's third album is promising, and Girl- 
friend is helping to erase certain conceptions. 

“I always had people who recognized there 
was something good about what I was doing, 
but even then I think my big problem was I 
was being written off as this lightweight 
poppy thing. One thing that makes me happy 
is this record does have those emotional 
moments. It will help to dispel that a little 
bit.” It is evident that Girlfriend is a very 
important album to Sweet. 
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Matthew Sweet 


“I always achieved what I wanted to with 
other records, but I was still looking for some- 
thing... trying to get beyond these concepts 
and with this record I got so excited during the 
making of it... and I was sure it was going to 
break some ground... I knew what I wanted 
the record to be like. It was a product of the 
passion I sort of felt at the time.” It wasn’t easy 
to get Girlfriend released, however. At first, the 
record was intended for A&M, but its fate was 
undetermined so Sweet had to intervene. 

“We went in and said, ‘This is an important 
record for me, and if you guys don’t think 
you'll have the resources to get behind it, then 
we'd wish you'll let us sell it to somebody.’ 
After some debate, they said, “Well, okay,’ 
which totally shocked us.” 

So Sweet went through another record label 
transition. Although a label change can be a 
disheartening process, it wasn’t a new process 
for Sweet. His first switch was from CBS to 
A&M, when he followed his A&R man, Steve 
Ralbovsky. Sweet signed the deal at CBS 
when he was 20. Although he had been a 
musician early on—from his teenage years in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, to his move (spurred on 
by friends from R.E.M. and such) to Athens, 
Georgia—he found the whole experience 
overwhelming. 

“I know that major labels tainted my early 
development, sort of. They never forced me 
into doing things, but just the fact that I was 
there before I knew more...” But now, all the 
experiences, musical and personal, cultivated 
Girlfriend, which is one thing Sweet can be 
optimistic about. 

Now that Matthew Sweet’s third album is 
out of the way, you might expect him to be 
taking a break, touring or perhaps collabo- 
rating with friend Lloyd Cole. But if you go 
up to Matthew Sweet and ask him what he 
REALLY wants to do, he will tell you what 
he REALLY wants to do is to be able to make 
another record—which is lucky for us. But 
what about Matthew Sweet's luck? Even 
though he admits he is sort of fatalistic— 
(Girlfriend was originally called Nothing 
Lasts)—his luck is obviously changing. But 
no one needs to cross their fingers for 
Matthew Sweet. With his kind of talent, he’s 
always been lucky. 


HEAR LIFE FROM A 
NEW PERSPECTIVE 


LIFE 'N PERSPECTIVES OF A GENUINE CROSSOVER 


“BUREAUCRAT OF 
FLACCOSTREET.” 


They gave you a “Deeper Shade Of Soul.” 
Now they’re gonna blow your mind. 


